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Steve's Bar Mitzva June8197l+
Rabbi, Parents, Grendparents, Relatives, and friuncs.
Shabbat Shalom! Thank you all for coming to help me celebrate
my Bar Mitzva.

Tomnorow in the syrnagogue we will read the Torsh porticn
Behaloscho and the Haphtorah or prophetic portion frem the
book of Zecharia.

My Torah portion opens by telling us how Aren was commanded
to light the Mehorah or cnadelabra in the Tewple. In uy

Haphtorah we learn how L. e prophet Zacharia had a vision of
a candleabra with two olive trees on each side of it.
4acharia during his vision asks what the cnadleabra and olive

trees mean; God then answers him by sayinge----

‘NN g o3 w7 Yy N
Not by might aﬁd not by power, but.by ny spirit saith .the L%d,,
In other wo#ds the candleabra represents the spiritual religious
life of man. Wwhy was the candlelabra ciosen to represent man*s
spiritual life, and what does it have to do with shiritual I.an
thihgs? What's more, why did the enadlelabra in the Temple have
to be made out of one piece of gold? Why couldn't it have been
made out of several pieces? Also v_ihat do the olive trees
represent in Zacharia's vision? Even wore puzzling is that even
today the Menorah or candlelabra is really Jﬁdiau’s main sf(mbol.
HYany people taink that the Mogen Dovid or Star of David is
Judiasm's main symbol, but it isn't. The Menorah or candlelabra
is. It seems to me that the answers to these questionsvlie in
the role the cmadlelabra playg!in the ancient world. In the
ancient world the candlelabra was the only way people could bring

light into darkness. ’x
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Light is something we all need if we are tc function and make
our way in the world. But light is differemt then other tuings.
de can't touch it or feel it, he.r or really see it. Ve need it
to see other things. without lizht we could not sce anything.
A1l the b auties of the world, all the things which we need in
order to exist in the world would still be here, but we wouldn't
be able to either enjoy or use them because we couldn't see tuem,
Spiritual things are the same way. lMany times people will say
what good are spiritual things? Can you touch tuem? Can you
feel them? Will they put money in the bank for you? These people
don't realize that spiritual things are like light. Even though
you can't touch tiem or feel them you need them in order too
aprreciate 1life., #nd even to see and feel the luportance of
everything which surrounds us. Thats wiy the ca.dlelabra is the
most important symbol in Judaism, It t-aches us that without
light, without 'spiritual light people cannot really live any
type of a good or wholescme life., They will live always
stumbling from one terrible problem to another. They will
not have the spiritual light to see life's problems and overcoue
them. This to is why I beleive that the Candelabra in the Teuple
had to be made from one piece. Too umany people think that a
apiritual life is sonething that you can just stick onto anytning
that you're doing. They taink that you can really leagd any
type of life you want just as keng as you give an hour or two
too religion once a week. Just stick it on soreplace and everg-
thing will be all right. Judaism says that this is impossible.
1f you want to have a spiritual life you must integrate it in all

of your activities. You must be guided by Judaism's spirit in all
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your activities. In y ur business, ycur home, your re¢lationships
with others, etc. Light must always be present if you want to
see. If you exclude it from any activities then you will be in
t2e dark. The same is true in mens reli ious or spiritual life.
what though do the olive trees stand for? 1n the candleabra ®fh
tne Tewple they use to burn olive oil. It wasn't easy to obtaln .
the proper olive oil. Teh olives had Lo be carefully selected,
the juice squeezed out just right, to collect the oil. It was
hard work. In order to have light a person has to work at it.

The same is true for the religious spirituel life. If we want

one we cannot just sit back and think how nice and good it would
be if we would have one. We have to work at it, we have to study,
learn, and constantly try to do the right and moral thing.

I hope and pray that as I grow up I will always reneabeg the
TKpRFEEHEA T XRAE KR XFXAUE YEFXFAERAEX lessons of my Bar IHjtzva,
that I will always remeumber the importance of the religious spiritual
side of 1ife, that I will always reumember that without it I will
always be bupping into lifes problems with no way to solve them,
and that I will also always remember that in order to have a
spiritual religious lifethat I will have to work at it and try &X
alwiys to do the right and the good things in all my activities
and in all my relaticnships.

At this tiwe I would like to thank my parents and grandparents for
all the love and devotion which they have showered on me. I
would also like to thank Rabbi Radinsky for preparing me for

uy Bar (litzva and for all of you for coming tohelp me celebrate
it today. iday I grow up to be a credit to my family, my religion,

and my community. Amen!!




